Comparison of effects of fentanyl and alfentanil on intra-ocular pressure. A double-blind controlled trial.
The effects of fentanyl and alfentanil on intra-ocular pressure during anaesthesia were investigated in 50 consecutive patients in a double-blind controlled trial. Both drugs produced a significant reduction in intraocular pressure (p less than 0.01). Alfentanil produced significantly greater reduction (48.5 percent) than fentanyl (28.6 percent) (p less than 0.01). A small but statistically significant reduction in arterial pressure (15 percent approximately) and heart rate (18 percent approximately), were observed with both agents, but no significant differences between them were noted. It is suggested that alfentanil may be a suitable alternative to fentanyl in ophthalmic anaesthesia.